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’ CAPTAIN “0” 
f y\\ Operator is waiting 
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AND THAT'S 
LUCKY, Nike. 
BE TAKEN TD 


Probably not! Few people do, 
since | only recently made my 
dramatic debut in this new 
and different identity! I've 
been around for years under 
another guise, but aside trom 
Superman, nobody remem- 
bers that! That's why | carry 
Who's Who: The Definitive 
Directory of the DC Universe! 
One quick glance at my 
biography and friends from a 
previous lifetime know what 
they've been missing! 
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here for the new beginning. 
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old career without it! 
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WEW, GENUINE KILLER SHARK'S TOOTH PENDANT 
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In a time when 
the magic was dying 
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keep it alive. 
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by Paul Kupperberg 
and Jan Duursema. 
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Hi there, and welcome to still yat 
enother letters page without any 
letters. Thanks to the miracle of modern 
publishing techniques, | am writing this 
on @ cold, rainy October evening— 
woeoks before our firstissue goes on sale 
and even bolore V—-The Final Battle was 
rebroadcast. You're sitting there, nice 
and cozy and warm inthe early weeks of 
1985 (having survived the year of Big 
Brother), waiting to ses if your fellow 
readers agree with your feelings about 
this book. Frankly, so are we, Just 
because there aren't any letters here at 
the moment doesn’t mean we don't 
want to hear from you. By all means, 
drop us a line. Tell us which characters 
are your favorites, how we compare to 
the weekly series (Fridays on NBC in 
case no one’s told you), how you like the 
attractive combination of Carmine In- 
fantino with Tony DeZuniga, or what 
you did for New Year's Eve. We really 
want to hear from you about this book, 
30 finish this section, then go write us 2 
letter. 

Meantime, Marv thought it would be a 
good idea if we set down with a 
scorecard and filled you in a bit about 
who these characters are and how thoy 
fit into the tapestry that has become V— 
the TV Series and V—the Comic Book. 
Pay attantion, you never know if wa will 
spring @ quiz sometime later 

THE VISITORS 

Let's begin by discussing the chief 
nasty from another world: Diana. She 
wes @ politically motivated scientist 
back on her homeworld and rose to 
power by a combination of intelligence, 
charm, and back-stabbing. She gained 
the favor of the planet's leader, however 
temporarily, and landed the plum 
assignment of leading the scientific 
branch of the mission to Earth. in other 
hands, the job would have been more 
menial, but Diana used it to become the 
second most infiuential Visitor on Earth 
commanding not only her own people 
but security forces and others aboard 
the various motherships in orbit during 
the first wave. When the first leader, 
John, proved to weaken in the face of 
the small resistance movement, she 
neatly removed him from the picture, 
assuring herself of complete contro! 
over the Visitors’ mission on Earth, 

Diana, it is said, is extremely 
resourceful and uses her keen 
analytical mind even when under ex- 
treme pressure. She always leaves an 
out for herself and never thinks twice 


about sacrificing others when her own 
life is endangered. To protect horsalf 
and her goals, Diana will lie, cheat, and 
steal—even kill when the time calls for 
such drastic steps. To her, the humans 
are beneath her contempt, and despite 
their frequent victories over the Visitors’ 
superior technology and ermed might. 
she considers them nothing more than 
meat, ready for slaughter. 

Diana has perfected the ability to 
“convert” humans to the Visitors’ way 
of thinking and has uncanny telepathic 
control over them from short distances 
away. She is intrigued by the product of 
her experiment involving the mating of 
the two species, a mating that produced 
Elizabeth, the star-child that has so far 
eluded her grasp time and again. When 
not searching for the unique child, 
Diana spends her time scheming, 
hoping to one day recapture Mike 
Donoven and gain revenge for the tims 
she spent in custody as a result of his 
interference. Diana aiso likes to experi- 
ment with the humans, even partaking 
in experiments that border on the kinky. 

Confounding her afforts ere the 
growing Fifth Column of resisters onthe 
motherships, the presence of Security 
Chief Lydia, and the also-schaming 
Nathan Bates, with whom she hes 
formed an uneasy alliance. 

Lydia wes sant to Earth by the 
homeplanet's high command, and while 
she may have the same renk es Dians, 
her superiors are 8.7 light-years away. 
The stunning blonde commands Fieet 
Security and often finds her plans at 
odds with Diana's arcane strategies. 
Neither woman likes the other and 
constant rivalry is found on the most 
routine of operations. Lydia has goneon 
the record as saying she will happily 
follow Diana's plans for conquest when 
they are proceeding properly, but when 
they falter or fail, the science officer is 
on her own. 

At times Lydia finds herself on Earth, 
implementing her own plans with her 
troops or with Nathan Bates, a human 
she feels contempt for but not to the 
same degree Diana does, More often, 
however, the Visitor spends her time 
trying to thwart the Resistance efforts in 
Los Angles and around the world. 

Willie is also a Visitor but 4 represen 
tative of those aliens who do not choose 
to conquer and destroy a planet, even if 
it means their own doom. A good- 
natured, kind soul, Willis found himself 
enjoying the company of the humans, 
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discovering everything he was tok 
ebout them before arriving was untrue. 
Willie has some difficulty with the 
English language and despite his bes? 
stforts constantiy gets the phrases 
wrong, especially when usingslangand — 
idioms, which never translate well to 

begin with. This, however, became en 
endearing trait that helped soften up 
some people's initial rejection of the ~ 
ever-smiling Visitor. After saving Celeb 
Taylor’s life, Willie found himseif 
becoming an uninvolved member ofthe , 
Resistance movement when it became 
obvious what the Visitors’ rea/ inten- 
tions were. Willie also found himself 
failing in love with Harmony, @ spirited - 
freedom fighter who ended up giving 
her life to further the cause. From there, 
Willie chose to stay with his human 
friends, lending edvice and expertise ~ 
whenever possible. After the first Visitor 
invasion was repelied, Willis became a 
bertender at E/ies Taylor's Ciub Creole. 

THE RESISTANCE 


Mike Donovan was a world-renowned , 


photo-journalist before the first 
motherships errived on Earth. From 
then on, he watched the planet and 
people he loved crumble around him as 
the Visitors came to rape the planet of its 
resources and population. Shortly after : 
the Visitors arrived, Donovan wes 
among the first humans to step aboard _ 
an alien spacecraft and meet ex- 
traterrestrials. He was also one of the 
first to discover that the Visitors were 
menipulating events end placing @ 
planet under siege, Donovan then | 
watched In horror as hisex-wifeandson | 
became part of the Visitors’ cargo and | 
he was moved to action, this action ; 
being the Resistance and its guerrille 
war with the Visitors. : 
Donovan successfully rescued his 

son, Sean, from Diane's clutches but 
discovered to his dismay that he hed 
been totally converted and wes being 
used, whenever possible, by Diana. 
Donovan was also embittered egainst 
the aliens when his opportunistic 
mother was completely taken in by the 
lies the Visitors spread and found 
himself at odds with her. His mother’s 
bass treachery became her undoing and 
she was killed by the Visitors 
themsolves, The friendly, serious fighter 
doesn't enjoy combat but has committed 
his life to ridding Earth of the Visitors. 
He finds the going rough most of the 
time but enjoys his companions, with | 
the possible exception of Ham Tyler, and 


. 


has found himself falling in love with the 
young, attractive leader of the Los 
Angeles Resistance, Julie. 

Or. Juliet Pattish was a promising 
medical student who found herself 
somehow drawn into the role of 
leadership. After the Visitors 
manipulated society: into’believing that 
scientists were suppressing miracle 
cures and other discoveries from the 
world, Julie went into hiding and helped 
form the first formal Resistance 
organization that helped rid Earth of the 
Visitars for at 8 year. Growing up 
quickly ahd commanding the lives of 
others didn’vsit well with Julio, but with 
each successive success, she found the 
burden a little easier to bear. Yet, when 
she was captured by Diana, Julie was 
faced with her most terrifying night- 
mares inthe conversion chamber. Being 
strong-willed, however, saved Julie 
from total . although Diana's 
telepathi can be exhibited at 
times. After returning to her newfound 
friends, Julie survived a tense period 
where her every move was suspect and 
found herself returning the love offered 
by Donovan. 

After the aliens left Earth, the 
courageous rebel gave up school and 
joined Science Frontiers, a giant cor- 
poration run by Nathan Bates. Although 
she spurns Bates’ affections, her 
employment has caused problams 


between the young scientist ‘and « 
Donovan. She steuggles to-do what she . 


thinks is right-for herself and for the 
Resistance but must somehow recon- 
cile herself with the man she has come 
to love. 

Nathan Baiazispman used todealing 
with great “amounts of power. While 
running Science Frontiers, the company 
discovered the compound known as 

“ted dust,” which helped rid Earth of its 
invaders. His company—and his per- 
sonal bank account—was greatly 
rewarded 8s a result and Bates has 
since become one of the world’s most 
powerful men. After helping Diana 
escape from her trial, Bates struck the 
unusual bargain with the Visitors, 
allowing Los Angeles to remain an 
“open city” where humans and Visitors 
could meet ostensibly to resolve their 
disagreements and bring about peace. 
However, Bates is always trying tofinda 
way to advance his own wide-ranging 
interests while seeking to undermine 
Diana and thwart the Resistance. 

The rugged entrepreneur is not always 
successful, having gained the enmity of 
his son Kyle, and failing to win the love 
of Julie. One or the other—or both— 
always seem to be at the center when 
things go wrong for Bates. Trusting no 
one, Bates often finds himself alone 
with no one to share his victories and 
defeats. 

Kyle Bates may have been born witha 
silver spoon in his mouth, but he spit it 
out before too long. Choosing the life of 
an independant, Kyle has often found 
himself on the wrong side of the law, 
getting into trouble with some form of 
authority all the time. One of. the 
reasons Kyle has distanced himself 
from his father and his authoritarian 


ways is that those are the very things 
that Kyle blames for causing his mother 
to have a nervous breakdown. Today, 
Kyle seoms determined to cause psy- 
chological damage to his father 
whenever possible and often this means 
siding with the Resistance. Kyle can 
never forgive his father for opening his 
arms to the Visitors and avoids ali direct 
contact, when that is possible. 

After joining with the Resistance, 
Kyle has found himself attracted to two 
young women, Aobin Maxwell, 18, and 
her daughter, Elizabeth, 18. 

Robin Maxwell was an innocent teen 
looking for fun when she first spied 
Brian, the “hunk” of a Visitor in her 
neighborhood. Although she wanted to 
get close to him, she never intended to 
get involved in one of Diana's ex- 
periments. She wes seduced into mak- 
ing love with Brian after Diana sur- 
mounted the problems of interstellar 
breeding. When she learned about the 
Visitors’ true appearance, Robin set 
about to kill Brian and then ramove 


herself from the world. Instead, Robin’ 


gave birth to twins, one more reptillian 
in nature, the other very human. After 
the alien-looking child died, Elizabeth 
began to grow quite rapidly. The young 
girl retained the mind of an extremely 
young infant although her body 
resembled that of a four-year-old. Later, 
Elizabeth exhibited extraordinary 


powers that neither human nor Visitor 
possessed, making her the object of 


Diana's desire. - 
Robin grew to love Elizabeth and 
clung to her more closely after her 


father died in the second invasion pig he 


aliens. Suddenly Elizabeth grew to be 

almost the same age as her mother, 
although ber mind was no more ad- 
vanced than that of an eighteen-month- 


old: Both-women are attracted to Kyle, | 
Bates, making the relationship especial: . 


ly rocky. 


What neither mother nor daughter i 


knows as yet is that Elizabeth is related 
to the great spiritual leader X’on, who, it 
has been prophesied, will return when 
the aliens need him most. How her 
powers and appearance fit into the 
cosmic balance of power is not yet 


. known, 


Elias Taylor started life resenting his 
older brother, who seemed to get all the 
breaks. While brother was attending 
medical school, Elies found himself 
hustling on the streets for pocket 
change. That all changed when Elias 
found himself holding his dying 
brother's broken body after the fledgling 
Resistance began to steal supplies to get 
@ base of operations set up. With his 
father, Caleb, Elias joined the group and 
fought as hard as: any person to defend 
his home. Such dedication healed the 
rift between father and son and Elias 
used his street contacts to help break up 
the Visitors’ plans. 

After the first invasion was halted, 
Elias took his newfound stardom and 
used it to launch the Club Creole. With 
Willie tending bar and Adile at the piano, 
the Club Creole has become a magnet 
for an interesting assortment of humans 
and ... others. Underneath the club is 9 


set of rooms originally designed es s 
Speakeasy from the days of Prohibition 
but which now serves as the Resistance 
headquarters. Elias, who feels he has 
fought enough, doesn’t want to get 
involved but often finds himself going 
along on missions to make sure his 
favorite customers can return to keep 
their tabs paid up. 

Ham Tyler is the spook no government 
wishes to admit it knows. He's a 
dedicated, ruthless operative loyal to 
America and her ideals. For years, Tyler 
was the CIA's top “black bag” man, 
going into foreign countries and perfor- 
ming missions that no one could ever 
take credit for—least of all the United 
States. Often, Tyler would find himself 
at the worng end of Donovan's camera 
and the journalist once exposed Tyler's 
Central America plot. For this, Tyler has 
& grudge against Donovan, who he has 
taken to calling ““Gooder,” and finds 
himself in a tense, uneasy alliance with 
the Resistance. 

' When all normal channels of in- 
telligence broke down because of the 
Visitors, Tyler and his longtime partner, 
Chris, set off on their own and helped 
the various Resistence organizations 
keep in contact and help plan 
nationwide activities. Later, he was 
hired by Nathan Bates to run his security 
Operation and was then duped into 


\heiping Diana escape. Tyler now in- 


tends to hunt down andkill Diana... and 
‘then find and “take out” Bates. 

There are, of course, other characters 
who have populated the television 
series, the novels from Pinnacle, and 


_thig vaty title, but these are the main 
“players. Like or hate ‘em, they are the 


core to V and we find them anappealing 
group. There is enough tension batween 
any two of the characters that. finding 
unusual pairings is becoming a hobby of 


‘sorts during the plotting sessions. We 


~each seem to have found a favorite, 
although most fans we have spoken 
with prefer Ham Tyler tothe others, But 
then again, that's why we have this 
letter column, So you can express your 
opinions. By all means, let us know so 
next issue we can begin the debating. 
Until then, let me leave you with one 
of the few words we know from the 
Visitors’ language, ‘Preta-na-ma,” 
peace. A good wordin any language and 
on any world. 


—Bob Greenberger 


1985 promises to be our best year 
yet. I say that with some confidence 
because I have worked for the last year 
with DC's editorial staff to line up the 
best mini-series, annuals, maxi-series, 
and specials that we could possibly do. 
It's our 50th anniversary and that 
means a lot to us! For the next 12 
months you are going to watch us 
salute the best of our past and prepare 
for the next 50, years 

In coming months you will be treated 
to revivals of mainline characters such 
as Hawkman (starting next month), 
Aquaman, Zatanna, and the Red 
Tornado in their own exciting mini- 
series. We'll have another SWORD OF 
THE ATOM SPECIAL and bring youa 
LEGION OF SUBSTITUTE HEROES 
SPECIAL and a GREEN ARROW 
SPECIAL. Gil Kane and Jan Strnad 
have a maxi-series in the offing, and 
Doug Moench has two very special 
projects planned for this year. 

But I didn’t come here to talk about 
those. No, today I'm here to talk about 
what I consider to be the centerpieces 
of ouranniversary celebration: CRISIS 
ON INFINITE EARTHS and WHO'S 
WHO: THE DEFINITIVE DIRECTORY 
OF THE DC UNIVERSE, These have 
both been in the planning stages for 
nearly four years and they are finally 
ready to be unleashed upon the public. 

It all started when Marv Wolfman 
and Len Wein suggested we doa 
history of the DC Universe maxi-series 
to help straighten out some of the 
confusing continuity that has cropped 
up—as is expected from any creative 
company in business for 50 years. This 
project required a great deal of 
research and we brought in fan Peter 
Sanderson to read just about every 
comic we have ever published. Bleary- 
eyed, Peter filled two gigantic 
notebooks with notes about our 
characters. From this, Len and Marv 
thought it would be easy to craft the 
maxi-series and have it all make sense. 

Well, it took a little more time than 
they anticipated, so we held the entire 
project off until this year so it would 
coincide with this celebration. As they 
got more enthusiastic about the story, I 
got caught up in the creative flow and 
encouraged them to get even more 


ON SALE WEEK 


OF JANUARY 24 


List 


OC Action Comics 566: Superman 
teams with Captain Strong! 


CHECK 


daring. From that grew what George 
Pérez named CRISIS ON INFINITE 
EARTHS. Marv created an enigmatic 
character, The Monitor, to be the 
catalyst, and since last year (actually 
longer, since he first appeared back in 
TEEN TITANS ANNUAL #2) this 
mysterious figure has popped up in 
almost all of our books. 

Meanwhile, the storyline grew and 
grew and we knew this was becoming 
something too big for just one series. 
Thus, we created the WHO’S WHO, 
which will act as the companion piece 
for this series. The first issue of the 
WHO'S WHO came out last month and 
will continue for 24 months until every 
single one of our super-powered 
heroes and villains is catalogued. 

Using Peter's research, newly hired 
Bob Greenberger prepared the notes 
and consulted with Len and Marv as 
they tackled the overwhelming task 
before them. After years in the making, 
both series are here and | am very 
proud of the finished results. 

Enough history, let me tell you about 
these series. First off, the CRISIS, 
written by Marv and penciled by 
George, is a major storyline that will 
affect each and every one of our DC 
titles, It's a story about the parallel 
worlds concept—the one Julie 
Schwartz created in 1963 with his 
famous story “The Flash of Two 
Worlds" —and therefore it will bring 
into play everyone from the Golden- 
Age Superman to the Legion of Super- 
Heroes, Characters unseen in years 
will be seen once more and lots of 
confusing matters will be cleared up. 

In the first issue alone we watch a 
familiar world fade from existence and 
see the Monitor for the first time. We'll 
be treated to the teaming of 15 very 
unlikely characters, plus the 
introduction of 3 new people, each of 
whom will play 4 major role in the 
story. 

It's 12 issues, some of which will be 
double-sized, and the first one, now on 
sale, is a 32-page story with no ads and 
only 75¢ (our first anniversary present 
to you). 

As the ads say, worlds will live, 
worlds will die, and the DC Universe 
will never be the same. 

As I have reported in this space, we 
have been holding frequent meetings 
over the last year with the complete 
editorial staff to refine our ideas and 
get input from everyone who will be 
concerned with these series. The 


OC Detective Comics 549: The 
Calendar Man returns with art by Pat 
Broderick! 

D Jonah Hex 90: Gray Morrow joins 
the book as regular artist! 

0 Tales of the Legion of Super-Heroes 
322: Brainiac 5 discovers the mystery 
behind “Exile”! 

0D World's Finest 314: Gotham Bridge 
may be falling down before help can 
arrive! 

O All-Star Squadron 44: Baron 


meetings have continued and at times 
we brought in people from our 
marketing and business departments 
to get immediate approval of proposed 
changes. This is a group effort and one 
lam very proud to take part in. 

Let me take a moment to discuss 
change. Many people, usually ardent 
fans of a series, resist change because 
they fear it will ruin what they have 
come to love. Yes, this can happen, but 
since every one of our writers and 
editors is working with Len, Marv, and 
me on the projects, we're making sure 
that the changes will be positive ones. 

And they will be permanent ones. 

While some characters will die or 
retire, others will come into the 
spotlight for the first time. People's 
allegiances will alter, as will powers 
and costumes. This isn't change for the 
sake of change but the next step in the 
evolutionary process. And it's a step 
designed to make us viable for the next 
50 years—and beyond. 

Now, of course, you can’t tell the 
players in a game this huge without a 
scorecard. And that's the WHO’S 
WHO. Primarily written and edited by 
Len, each issue will be 32 pages 
without ads, featuring all-new artwork 
by the biggest names in the entire 
comics industry, and all the facts you 
need to know about who these people 
are, where they came from, and what 
they can do is inside. The art is 
designed to show you the characters in 
and out of costume and using their 
unique abilities. 

When finished, the 24-issue series 
will stand as our Bible. Budding artists 
can refer to this as a guide to what our 
characters look like, while new-talent 
writers will know the basics about why 
these people do the things they do. Len 
is saving the last few issues for updates 
so that changes occurring in the 
CRISIS will be reflected almost 
immediately. 

Confidentially, I suspect Len, Marv, 
George, Bob, and maybe even me, 
since I'm inking theCRISIS, willall be 
ready for a padded room long before 
these series conclude. 

You won't want to miss either of 
these series because, if you do, you'll 
miss out on the most exciting thing to 
happen to DC Comics since Superman 
first saw print. Quite a boast, but 
believe me, when this year is over, it 
will be a whole new ballgame and a 
game we're really excited about. 

Join us and don’t miss a thing! 
Thank You and Good Alternoon 


pia< 


Blitzkrieg attacks in America! 

© Arion 30: A four-parter begins as 
the magic returns with Jan Duursema! 
O Spanner’s Galaxy 5: Spanner and 
Gadg are caught ina chain of murders! 
© Sun Devils 10: The final trilogy 
begins! 

OC America vs. the Justice Society 4: 
The secret behind Batman's diary! 

© V 3: Has Julie fallen for a scientist 
determined to make peace with the 
Visitors? 


New from Monogram! 


| MOTORIZED 
_.| MODEL KITS 
\YOU CAN BUILD 
YOURSELF 


Have a mighty good time building 
and playing with the most popular 
GoBots™ figures from the planet, 
GoBotron! These mighty robots 
change into mighty vehicles and 
back again just by rearranging a 
faw movable parts. And they move 
mighty fast, because theyre 
powered by hot-action pull-back 
Motors¥ You'll want to collect all 

four GoBoisunassembled model kits 
from Monogram! 


MIGHTY ROBOTS 


robot/jet fighter 


G) ‘Buggyman™ 
tabot/dune buggy 
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